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THE 


Biſhop of London's Charge 


TO THE 


CLERGY of his Dioceſs, &c. 


BRETHREN, 


Have always thought ic my Duty upon theſe 
J folemn Meetings to ſay ſomething, that mighe 
be moſt proper for your Notice: And I be- 
lieve there has rarely been a Time that afforded 
oreater Variety of unhappy Circumſtances than theſe 
we now labour under. For we are divided into 
ſo many and ſuch pernicious Principles ; that with- 
out the gracious Aſſiſtance of the Almighty to our 
utmoſt Care for the rooting of them out, they will 
inevitably ruin both Church and State. Obedience, 
Truth and Sincerity ; Quietneſs, Peace and Love, 
are no longer the meaſures of Civil and Religious 
Behaviour : but a noiſte pretence of Liberty, has, 
with too many, broken both the Tables. 
If therefore I entertain you a little longer than 
ordinary with ſuch Diſcourſe as may call co your 
B minds 


3 Tim. 4 


1 Pet. 2: 12s 


Cr] 


minds thoſe good, but forgotten, Rules of former 


Times, to encounter ſo univerſal a Depravation, as 


we are at preſent involved. in: I hope you will 


bear wich me. For it is abſolutely neceſſary, where 


ye have ſo many obſtinate Enemies to encounter, 
that ye muſter up all your Forces, and pur them in 
the beſt poſture of Service for all Occaſions. | 

I ſhall direct what I have to.ſlay by St. Paul's 
words to Timothy, Take heed unto thy ſelf , and unto 
thy DoFrine. Which tho' written to a Biſhop, are 
as juſtly applicable to-any -who -miniſter about holy 
things. 

I. The firſt of which words, Take heed unto thy 
ſelf , dire&s 1. To your Vertuous and Godly Con- 
verſation in general, as well, as 2. To your ſpecial 
duty, of walking orderly in the Houſe of God. 

1. . And teaſon good: Since a ſober anq good 
Life is ſo extrearaly neceſſary for the Edification of 


your Flocks. For what an Awe and'Reverence 


do we find an Upright Man to gain upon thoſe that 
behold his Converſation! The ſhining Light of a 
Righteous Man ſo diſcovers the ſhametnlnels of the 
ways of Sinners; that they are confounded to' ſee 
their own Filthineſs, and from that time ofcen com- 
mence true Penitents, Therefore St: Peter feems to 
rake it for granted, that it was the ſure and ' tryed 
way to win the. Wicked to a Holy Life, 'by leading 
ſuch a one” thetaftlves..  4bſtain* from fleſhly ft 
which war - againſt the ſoul ; baving your converſation 
honeft amongſt the Gentiles. That whereas they ſpeak 
| ay ' againſt 
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againſt You as evil doers;; they may by your good 


works, which they ſhall behold, glorifie God im the day 
of Viſitation. According to the words of our bleſſed 
Saviour ; Let your light ſo ſhine before men, that they 


; ks Mat. 'L for © 
may ſee your good works, and glorifie your Father which 


ts in beaven. 


And it ſtands to all Reaſon in the World that ic 
ſhould be ſo. For it puts Life into the Command- 
ment, and makes Religion truly .aCtive ; it raiſes 
it from the dead Letter to a living Sacrifice, and 
cloaths it through - the ſanCtifying Spiric with the 
Beauty of Holineſs. _. | 
| Beſides it is nacural for them that are habituated 
to. do Eyil,. ro. tancy.it an impoſlible thing to ob- 
ſerve the Law, they having never experienced the 
Practice, and their minds, having been always ali- 
enated from the knowledge and underſtanding of it. 

In which opinion they would be mightily con- 

firmed, ſhould they find the Teachers of. the Goſpel 

not walking according to their own Rules. For 

they will chen: cheerfully conclude, that the | Pre- 

cepts of Holineſs were given only for a Teſtimony 

oP che Goſpel Purity, and to hold forth the Pertecti- 

on and Excellence of Gods Law : not in the leaſt 

to- oblige Men to the Obſervation of ic. | And they 

have this ready Anſwer to pur off all ſuch unſanRti- xy,ne 25; 

fined Teachers, Phyſician beal thy ſelf. | £1u eſt, re 
 Tho' ye ſhould ay Line upon: Line, and Pre- © £2 

cept upon Precept : it you, ſhopld .not. live up to Fri ſapere, 

your own Doctrine, there would be as ſmall hopes 'i* 7- 24/e 


auxiliarier ? 
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of Succeſs, as of Gods Bleffing. For, ſince all things 
turn by Providence, with what face can a ſinner, 
a perlevering finner, expect that either his Prayers 
ſhould be heard, or his Endeavours proſper ? For 
the Lord is far from the wicked : but he heareth the 
prayer of the righteous. 

I leave it therefore ro you, my Brethren, to con- 
ſider with your ſelves, whether you find people in 


theſe days fo meek, ſo gentle, fo eafte ro be intreat- 


ed; as not to need the beſt inſtructed and diſpoſed 
Teachers, and the moſt artificial in that Guile, with 
which St. Paul tells the Corinthians he craftily caught 
them. And if ye do not meet with fo trattable a 
Generation as may tempt you to be remiſs; I be- 
ſeech you for your own fakes, and for theirs that 


are committed to: your Charge, not to faint in well - 


doing, ſince your Reward is certain, Eſpecially fince 
there is no ſurer a way to put to filence thoſe that 
diſſent from us; who are too apt to judge of the 
fincerity of our Doctrine from that of our Lives. 
IT. Burt chis is not all your Task, to ſet an Ex- 
ample of a vertuous and ſober Life, Ye have at- 
rained to a good degree, when ye get ſo far: yet 
if it be nor attended with an orderly and confor- 


mable Behaviour; ye will be in danger of turning 


your Righteouſneſs into Sin, by making it ſerve for 
a Cloak to Diſorderlineſs and Schiſm, which are 


_ always attended with Uncharitableneſs, and for the 


moſt part with Confuſion and every evil Work. 
For ſhould ye liye never ſo ſtrictly up to the ge- 
neral 
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neral-Rilles of Morality ; yet if ye /ubBmit' not yous 1" Pet. 2:14; 
ſelves to every ordinance bf man far the Lords [ake, ye io 
are Tranſgrefſors of the Word, by breaking the 
Unity of the Spiric and the Bond of Peace: For. it is 
a Duty of that Importance, I mean'the Diſcipline of _ 
the Church, , that if ir ſhould not be obſerved, ic 
would be impoſlible to preſerve Religion it ſelf.” © 

For Diſcipline” conſiſts of Decency and* Order; 
which two concur as the Faſhion of a Frame does © 
with the Frame it ſelf. The Word by which Order 
is expreſfed 'in Sctiptute,, is" uſed by the Inſpired 
Writers ſometimes in a confin'd Senſe, and ſometimes 
in a large one, When they uſe it in a confin'd Senſe, 
chey take ir' either for an appointed'' Time, or for ' Taj 55ut- 
2 degrees of Men, ' or for a ſet Courſe of performing + owe x 
any * Office, or-for the Conſtitution * of the Office i%s myuan: 
it ſelf. When they take it ina large Senſe, they *'E» 75 nite 
mean the Rule by which ' che Church directs and 27.Luk.s. 
governs her Maibers: "arid preſerves Order within , $$ 
the San&tuary ; the diſcreet and modeſt Obſervation May 


s f þ - y Heb. 5.6.6.20. 
of which gives a Luſtre to that Decency in which 7. 6: 

. . : . Ht 
Order is conſticuted.” And of the Word taken in comune zcetef 


chis' 'Senfe ye have ſeveral Inſtances in” Scriprure , p1pnlo 52 
which ar 'the ſame time (et forth the Value of the © Sn cju/a, 
thing it ſelf. Let all things be done decently and in * or- * Kant nity. 
der. Joying and beholding your * order, We exhort you « "Tubs ws 
Brethren, warn” them that 'are ” unruly,” Now we com# 755%.0912-5 
mand you, Brethren, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ti nvers. 
withdraw your fetves from every brother that watketh © © 
 * diſorderly, and not after the tradition which be -recerved ” antyr; ms 
| 9 ere] ur Or. 
2. Thell. 3. 6. 


[63 
; 00% Fra of 1s. . . We behaved wpt aur ſelves * diſorderly among you 
exedp & v19. or by all- this ye ſee: what weight, the Apoſtle puts 
ibid. v. 7. JAR RE ER ONO 2R0, LAPLLRIG, IRS 
upon the Order or Diſcipline of the Church : "The 
meaſure of , which is ; expreſſed by the Word Canon, 
"T6 ws Let us walk Þy the ſame; Rule 


ey : There: axe two ſorts of. Proofs that are, enqugh 


to convince any Man,. that the Apoſtle had an eye, 
in a great meaſure at leaſt, to the Rites and Cere- 
* monies of the Church, when. he made uſe of thee 
words. OW a AN ae et, 
Firſt, The firſt is from Reaſon, ang: that a Nega- 
tive-one, , which;-1s the gies Milghichs that attend 
; 3 remils Conſormiry, in You elpelly, 
* ©. For ic thakes. the. roinds of your Blocks, and 
0 either encourages theor.to have, ar, Q inion of 


vw 40: 4 
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differently. of it, and to obſerve. ir accordingly. 

+ 1. Ir affards great magter: of Triumph, to thoſe 
+: that: are without ;, when. they. find. how little. ye 
.*.:regard. thoſe: very. things., forthe .xcjention . of 

© which roo often they are ſeparated from you.: _ . 
-__-,.; JL; Whoever is guilty ot this Negle&t, and yet 
 "continues-in the Communion of our Church, muſt 
' '*_ needs expole him(celt ro;.che, Cenſure of all, ſorts of 
. Men. 1 For what can. be, imagined. to induce him 
to this Diſorderlineſs, but'either that he 1s not faiſ- 
_ - fied in his own Mind: to obſerve the Injunctions of 
-.-.. :- the Church, and is therefore 3 Knave for underta- 
- -— king to do.that, which. he thinks in Conſcience he 
._ ought not to do; or that he fears to diſpleaſe ſome 
$\3Tenk Ye People, 


.:yqur-,Conftitution , or at leaſt, to. thinl very .10-- 
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People, leſt their Fxv0ur and-Comtibutiotis ſhould 
fail; whereby he-becornes a *Traditor im Mllhg his 
he is a perjur'd 'Perfon by breaking his Cinoriical 
Oath. | 2 4TOESISHAA Dif or bt. "1 
IV. Bur'the certain effect of dratving ſeveral ways 
in cur courſe of Worſhip, will be a coldnefs:of AF 
fetion' from the difference of Minds, and thar ſoon 
improves into Strife and Contention. For” when. - 
Men ſet their Hearts upon any thing that meers with 
Oppoſition, they are prefently in a Flame, as hor 
enduring to be thought in the Wrong. This is fo 
evident through the whole Converfation of: Man- 
kind, that he muſt wink very Hard that fees it'nor. 
What Heats, what Animoſtties, -nay' many” times 
what Enmities, what Contentions, what Wars have 
enſued upon Differences in very. /Trifles! - Now 'by 
how much the: greater the Conſequence-is' of-the 
Matter in debate;'' fo mich the'warmier prove the 
rrain' of Paſſions raiſed  upon'it ;/ and the*more in 
carneſt a Man is, the-apter is he'to be froward; eſ- 


pecially if he get into-a' Wrong 'way :( "For; Where Fame: 3.16, 


Secondly, The Second Proof is from” Authority ; 
and fuch an Authority {o clear” and plain; that one: - 
would wonder hojvever it*cotild enter into the heart 
of Man, 'to queſti6n the Obſeryattoh of ani innocent 
Ceremony or Rite in Worſhip. ; 


envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and every evil 


1, For 


(4 
. :4;; For the Holy Scripture.is fo clear in this Point, 


that even the Old Teſtament, which is made up of 


Types and Figures, Rites and Ceremonies, and -of 


.Gods own Appointment ; yet admitted of Changes, 


Additigns and Alterations : the Authority of which | 


Practice, our Saviour himſelf confirms by his own 
Communion with them. The ſeveral Orders and 


'Exod.12.11. 
Mat. 26.20. 
1 Mac. 4.59- 
Fobn 10.22. 


Claſſes of the Prieſts and Levites appoiated by the 


Kings of Jada continued till that day. The change 
of.Poſture in keeping the Paſſover was obſerved by 


him; and he honoured the Feaſt of Dedication, a 


.new Feaſt, with his own Preſence. 


When the Shadows were vaniſhed away and the 
Subſtance was come, then were Rites and Cere- 


.monics no. more a -part -of Religion ; but only ſo 
far in uſe, as the neceffity of Decency and Order re- - 


quired, in the Judgment of thoſe who had the Rule 


over the Church ; fo that from a direct Obligation 
.upon, the Conſcience, they became only relatively 
ſo. For now it 1s purely in obedience to our Su- 


c Cor. I4, 
40. 


periours, and to avoid the ſcandal of Irregularity : 
andthe, dury. of the Obſervation is no longer lived, 
than. the Will of Man. 


- * 


Bur if ye will do your Duty throughly, ye muſt 
do your diligence to keep your Flocks to the ſame 
Regularity, ye obſerve your ſelves. And give me 


leave here to make a Moral Application of ſome 


Texts, which I have already made a crirical -uſe 


of. Ye know how frequently in other words . 


St. Paul urges this DoQtrine, Let all things be done 
volt ” decently 


UMI 
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decently und i order.” With: what 'Earneftneſs }' T.be-1 Cor. 1, 19. 


ſeech' you \ \' Brethren; by the nat of or” Lord: Fei 
Chrift, | that ye all ſpeak the- ſame things, and that 
there. be no diviſions [ Schiſms J among you : but that 
ye be perfeftly joyned together in tht {avire 'mind and in the 
fame judement; © For tho thiscitingt beobſerved in a 
Literal and Overt Senfe': 'yet in'a'Moral one it may, 
by Silence and Forbearance-for the* ſake of Peace 
and juſt. deference-to" Authority. And to what 
an-excellent:End !'- 1f'# be pofible; as much as lyeth Rom. 12.15. 
in you, live peaceably with" all "men. 'To' the ſame 
purpoſe is that Exhorcation to the Hebrews, Let us 
conſider one another to provoke unto love and to good works. Ch. 10. 14. 


Andthat the Opportunity'of 'doing this ſo nece The brge 
a Performance may niot-be loſt; *this Warning * reds a 
given then in the next Words, Not forſaking the Bite Frey 
aſſembling of our ſelves together, as th: ' manner of #13 w}2 yg 


ſome- is :' but exhorting -one another. © And to prevent, auger 


the counterfeir Pretence - of Modeſty 'in' keepitig ® deny Þ 
back from the Congregation - till 'a- more ' perfect imopiny me m- 
Knowledge be attained to: the Apoſtle Sr, Paul pee or 
ſays, ' Nevertheleſs whereunto we have attaintd, let is? Xt Veeries 
walk by the ſame' rule," let" "mud the” ſame thing. 9".&, ai, 
2 For while one ſays, I am of Þ ail, another, 'T am of Ih #7 &- 


Apollos ; are ye not carnal?” 3 Therefore beſeeth you, adore ts- 


natii Epiſt. ad - 


Brethren, mark them which cauſe diviſions and "offences Epheſics. 
contrary to the dofirine which ye have learned.” And Which is to 


PP JENA this purpoſe :; 
To frequent the Holy Communio+ and other Churth-Service : For your continued Aſſemblies- 
overthrow the Powers of Satan, and render his fiery Darts ineffettual as to Sin; becauſe your | 


Unanimity and Concord in Faith, is deſtruftive to him and griev.us to all that fight under him: 
— wzyOr I dime Te von(y, | o | 


\ 


'AAAd 7% of Begoour Te 16+, aver oN 74 king. Hom, IL XL. 
"PBil. 3. I6. Ss Cor. .. 4. 3Rom. 6.19: 


why 
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-  ..Why is he fo carnelt jo, giving cautign.agaialt ſuch 
Row. 16.18. Men > Becauſe ſuch. ſerve ud our--Lord. eſtes Chrig 
but their own bellies : and by fair words and ſoft. ſpreebes 

deceive the bearts of the; ſanple. And lo Deceivethem, 

as. to draw. them. into Envy and Strife, For this 

the Apoſtle takes. for granted to be the «inevitable 

x Cor. 3. 3. iſſue of Schiſm. For-whereas there is envying, and ftrife, 


vere 4. and diviſion Emong you —« For when oxe ſays, 1 am © 
of Paul, another, I am of 4pollos,,&c. And we know 


the conſtant Companions of Strife and Enyying. 

Fam. 3. 16, For There is-confuſion. and every evil works But God is 
; Eor.'4.33* zot the author 'of confuſion. or 

I cannot tell chat tronger Words may be given, 

_ either by Admonigion or from Reaſon , than what 

axe here alledged out of Z-ripyare : tho' much more 


"might be drawn from the {ame Fountain , at leaſt 


as home to the ſame Purpoſes, © For we ſee how 
carefully the Holy Spirit dire&ts ro Union and Una- 


nimity ;; and wich what ſevere CharaRers che ſtig- 
marizes the belt of| Pretences to the contrary : The 

| ſpecious colour of Edification, and a more holy Wor- 
FOO ſhip, is blown oft with che plain Diſcovery of having 
INT And yer leſt neicher Admonition nor Warning wich 
evidence of Reaſon ſhould preyail , St. Paul fortifies 

his Commands from . che Example of his own Pra- 

2 Theſe 3- 6+ tice. Now we command. you, Brethren, in the name of 


minding of Earthly Things. _ | 


6 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw your ſelves from 


'«mxrs every brother, that walketh: diſorderly *.; and not after 
the tradition which be received from us. For your ſelves 
| Ee oat know 


Mens Perſons. in .admiration,'.and the. :ſhameful 
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know how! ye anght ta: fallow! nv: | fir) me bobaved not 
our ſelves F diſorderly among ' Y0817 } 2697 165-* * On Smuxn- 

The word Di/arderly in 'the Original is borrow- "_— 

ed from the Military Diſcipline, as\may be ſeen: in 
the Martial Laws of Ahers:: amongſt. which F-can- : 
not forbear to mention Three; becauſe they do fo ex- . 
actly. ſquare with the Conſtimnjen. of Ecctefiatical / 
Aﬀeairs, : For if we conſider the Church as it is Mili: £7 
tant, the Laws need-only be: mentioned, to ſhew 
their ficgeſs for either Ditcipline>'' > Fhe firſt puts a '(f&n; 4b 

| badge of Diſgrace upowthafe thatitake: the Profeffi- 59” pa 
on.upen theng without being fent.”': * The next pu- 1950s 
niſhes thoſe that break their Ranks, and do not ob * of ag 
ſerve Order. tithe ſame: Law and! under the ſame mun*>4e. 
Penalties, are-camprcheqded fuch as- runaway from £57 wnue” 


'} their Colours and wilbſerveintheir:Place:notoagey; 4 77 es w 
but it -may. be, betake: themfebves. to ſome other Tir 3- 5c 
Cabling; being mencianed under the Ticke of 3 Dev art, cas 
ferters.: * The .ahicd! am; 1s againft::fuch as: ichfp Don Memon” 
away their Arms ahdjwill:gor:Eabour intheir'Cal- (Grime Memes 


ling. -. And; Difarderlinels ſeems: to'take: in'all- the * Tir <res- 

Faults : wherethe Law: in general preſcribes to alt Be- 3 &c. 

haviour Good and:Bath,5 Let obufe xhi have behaved," 2 ine 

themſelves ATT Tr Gar fry Ces TP, 

- This much Lhavefhid o:demonitiats, that hilly ws mine m3 

we:ac: invthe.Fleſh, we muſt take {ſuch Meaſures jwras 5 
as are belt fuized. ta our Infirmicies, and which are 72,90 © 
ſo, abſolutely necefary ito our Condition here Lbec'Vis. Lyſiz 
low, that-n@: Propoliion.. in; Ear” cane” better nc, - 
made- OK; ' Fox alk Vocations and Profeſſions 'we = 

| Praghſed by ſome agreed and ſet Rules, which can- 

Y | C 2 | not 


JMI 
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not be Tranſgreſſed without-burt ro: the Conftiruti- 


.-on: and a great partcof this.confiſts»in the Behavi- 


our. of- ſuch Members as make-upithe Corporation, 
who for this end ought :;every one to keep to his 
proper; Statiori, .andto .mind: his: own Buſineſs and: 
not anothers!: - 113.92 ; 2 OT n019970 01 1690 

In Matters | of ;Speculation we : alt} agte&in: the 
common Rules for ſupporting.che' Truth of Propo- 
fictions :, and..look.upon it as: a-Jeft, : when-ariy.one 


| goes abour toqueſtion::ithem! The Data 'iniGeo- 
© metry ; and: the;1Propolitions: deduced;from'-»rhem, 


have remained unconteſted, | unleſs: by ſome vain 
or wanton Scepticks, from. their firſt Aflertion'to this: 


..day;} ; Now:I think the. beft:iThought, why Moral 


© * ”Maximsand-Proofs'da hobpaſt:fo curenty has been ; 


_ "not. that theſe are lefs.;evideht'.in themſelves,/ than 
..' thoſe other : but they are. engaged with che Aﬀetti- 
_.-ons and, Iatereſts; of .Men,rwhich: oftentimes "ſtifle 


.--* . __ the-meſt flaming; and: unqueſtionable Truths. with: 
-z- the grals' Miſts:of: corrupe/Prejudices, i 15 f 77 


After;all; a, Man may :noi'doubr; and ought to 
withdraw himſelf from the” Communion: of ' a 


. Church, .whickexactsa\Conſear: ro falfe-and-/per- 


nicious Do&trines, .or 4::Compliance with imlawfub 
PraEtices.': But then he nauſt be ſure:to go upon a 
good Bottom :- and not out of a weak and-crazy 
Humour make that Sinful, which is-Indifferent 3: nor: 


make the Faults-of others an Occaſion 'of 'his 'comi« 


micting a greater by Separation. Ye know'St. Paul's 


Opinion in the caſe of receiving the bleſſed Sacra- 


ment : 
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oreareſt 'and beſt Men in after-Times. - * By no 


means are we to quit the Unity of the Church for Year nem mater 
ab Ecclefie 


; ', of Communion with wicked men. Sr. Cyprian was fully 


ment: and let us ſee what' was the Practice of the * Null med 0 


ejſe propter 


Communian- 


unitate re- 


erfuaded thar the Church was under a great Miſtake, cedendum. 


and'that'it did grievouſly err/in not Rebaptizing of Auguſt. de 
| | Bapt.contra 


Fereticks; "which Opinion he purſued' fo far'as to ngny. 1. 4. 


call a Provincial Council about it and there Eſtabliſh 
it : and yet all this could not induce him-to a Sepa- 
ration from the reſt'of the Churches. ' Is are-nſed;lays 


Een ar GY 230 OC _F org: Cypriani [i- 
St, Auguſtin to the Donatifts, to urge Cyprian's Letters, Mong 


11 ſententi- 

e of Cyprian's Authority to juſtify your Schiſm', and am, Cypria- 
aſe of YP POriey T0 j ſtify S, / : ni conciliuns, ' 
MS-E ras S -* Cur authors- 

' _  Nay{he quotes his Authority as well as Praftice. rarem Cypri- 
nega wo pats oc! . ani pro ve- 

: : Foy, lays he, when writing to -Antoninus , be bela Proſcbilmane 

afſumitic, '> oh 


Cyprian's Opinion; Cyprian's Council, Why do ye make 


reject "his- Example in preſerving the peace of the Church? 


orth to him,” that by no means before the time of the laſt 


C. 12, 


, Nbobis 0bj je 


cere ſoletis 


Separation of the Juft and-Unjuft, are we to depart from 1% exem- 


the Unity of 'the Church: by reaſon of mixt Communion, 


(whereby be ſhew'd what a Floly Man he' was, and how reſput lb, 
» So & $0. 
2 Cam n. ad 


moſt worthy the renown of that Martyrdom which he at- 


plum pro Ec. 


cleſize pace 


tained to:) He then ſays, What a ſwelling of Arrogance Antminum 


is it, what a forgetfulnsſs of Humility and Gentleneſs, 


I. 

and how great a boaſting: of his * Arrogance, that any one "ws hs 
ſhould dare or believe that he could do, what the Lord me ſeparati- 
| | onis juſtorum 
& iniquorum,- nullo modo eſſe propter commixtionem malorum ab Eecleſiz weritate rece- 
dendum, ubi teclarat quam ſit ſantins, &- illd quam meruit martyrii claritate digniſj- 
mus, air, Quantus arrogantiee tumor eft., quanta bumilitatis & lenitatis oblivio,& arro- 
gantie (ua:quanta jattatio, ut quss audeat aut facere poſe credat, quod nec Apoſtolis 
iſcernere, &c, Ib. }. 4. c, 12, 


conteſſ Dominns, ut 2i%ania 8 frumento putet [e poſſe 


did 


cribens, 0- 
endit ante 


1670 «tate 


[14 ] 
did'not. allow ſo much as. to- bis. Apoſtles, that be ſhould 
think bimſelf able to diſcern between the Tares and the 
Wheat. | 
- _ Ye may ſee then, Brethren, what manner of 
Spiric they are of, who wittingly Promote the 
* 7ude 22, ſcandal of Schiſny, For a great * Difference muſt 
be made between: poor Simple Souls ſeduced, and 
them that pretend to Knowledge. \ Theſe latter 
are thoſe to whom. St, Cyprian addrefles himſelf : 
and who.arc ſo remotefrom the Meek and Lowly 
Temper of our blefſed Lard, from that Humilicy 
upon which God .beſtows his Grace... Were we 
really cloathed with Humility, we ſhould be Sub- 
x 2-5-5. ject ono to another: ' and not blow our ſelves up. 
. with Imaginary Reaſons and Self-pleaſing Principles, 
_ - tothe lubverting of the Churches Peace, for Things 
. that are entixely in the diſpoſal of Authority, being 
: in themſelves: Indifferent, .Sa. that he. muſt have -a 
very ſtrong Bias , let him make what Grimace: he 
pleaſes, that.can be Troublelome ypen.this account 
purely for Conſcience ſake. Bur ye have fo. full 
Diſcuſſions of this Point in Ds. Whizgift's Anſwer to 
an Admonition to the Parliament, ang} his Vigdiea- 
tion, of. that Anſwer ; Dr. Morton of the, Three Ce-. 
remonics, and Dr. Burges his Vindication ; and. 
Caſſander Anglicanus, written by Mr. Sprint, 1618. | 
who had been formerly a Non-Conformiſt; thar | 
'*74: Church YE Will find better and founder Store in your Studies, 
Hifory of B: than I can pretend to furniſh you with, * Oaly 
rhvopla '7 give me leave to quote to you one Paſlage, in an 
rn” Account \ | 
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Account 'of the .Hzbafſm Religion and Onſtotns, 

compoſed by Zaga Zmba, the King of Ethivpia's 

Ambaſſador at Lizhon. We do objerve nothing but 

what we find in the Luw and the Propizets, and m the 

Books "of the Synoits of the Apoſtles : or if any thing 

elſe is obſer ved by us, it is done only for the Jake of Order, 

and for the Peace of the Church, fo as not tb veckon it 

a Sin not 'to obſerve it ; that is, ſ1mply in it ſelf ab- 

Kra&t from Scandal or-petverſe Intention. 

. 1. And to your Dofrine. Which is'the other parc 

of the Charge; 'and is that Depoſaum which the 

Apoſtle ſo carctully minds hitm of. 0 Timothy, = i Tim. 6.26. 

that which is committed to' thy truſt, Which Tru 

is.not only generally agreed by Commentators to 

be. the Doctrine of the Goſpel; but is, I think, 

evidently ſo explain'd from the Words of the ſame 

Apoſtle to the ſame Perſon. The things that thon , 7;,,.., + 
haſt heard of us among many —_— the ſame commit 

thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo: 

Now this is the Foundation of our whole Religion. 

For upon this we build our Faith, our Works and 

the whole Frame of -our Righteouſneſs. By the 

ſound Expreſſion of this we ſquare all our Religious 

Thoughts and Actions : avoiding prophane and vain 

janglings , and oppoſition of Science falſly ſo called : nid «+ 

which ſome profeſſing have erred concerning the Faith. 
Our Office tor Ordaining Prieſts cakesa juſt and 

a wiſe courſe to prevent running after every Spitir, 

and taking up Doctrines upon too caſte Terms ; 

when it exacts this Promile of thoſe that ate to be 

Ordained : 


[16 ] 

Ordained : 'To teach nothing (as required of neceſſity to 
eternal Salvation) but that which you ſhall be perſuaded 
may be concluded and proved by the Scripture. All 
other Writings derive their Authority from the Au- 
thor's Veracity .or Judgment: the former qualifies 
him for a good Wirnels, and the ſecond for a good 
Judge ; but yet ſo as to be Tryed by the Touch- 
ſtone of the Holy Scripture. The four firſt Gene- 
ral Councils have a particular Weight ; 1, From 
the great Credit of :thoſe that fate in them; and 
2. From the Univerſal Deference paid to them by 
all Churches .ia all Ages. Therefore our Conſti- 


1 Eliz, c, 1,eutions give no Authority or Power to order, determine 


$. 36, 


or adjudge any Matter or Cauſe to be Hereſie, but only 
fuch as beretofore have been determined, ordered: and 
adjudg'd to be Hereſie, by the Authority of the Canoni- © 


cal Scripture, or by the firſt Four General Councils, or 
any of them; or by any other General Council, wherein 
the ſame bave been declar d Hereſie, by the expreſs and 
plain Words of the ſaid Canonical Scripture ; or ſuch. as 
bereafter ſhall be ordered, judged, or determined to be 
Hereſfie, by the High Court of Parliament of this Realm, 
with the Aſſent- of the Clergy in their Convocation. By 
which Words ye ſee, 1, The ſure Foundation our 
Church is built upon; the Holy Scripture, and 
what is Authoritatively delivered from it and agree- 


_ able ro it: 2. The juſt Method for Eſtabliſhing 


any Doctrine ſo delivered ; not by the confus'd wa 
of ſetting up private Spirits, bur according to the 
Mind of that God who is the God of Peace, by 


ſubmitting 
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ſubmitting to every ordinance of man for the Lords ſake," Pet. 2.11, 


whether it be to the King as ſupreme, ec. that is, by 
the moſt Publick, General and Authentick Con- 
ſent that a Nation is capable of, which with us is 
that of Parliament and Conyocation. What had 
the Apoſtles to juſtify St. Paul againſt the Com- 

laints of the Jews, but by convincing them, that 
he walk'd orderly and kept the law. 

However there is a Juſt and Decent Liberty due 
to all Chriſtians, whereby to Judge for theml(elves 
in the Eſſentials of Religion. But yer ſuch a Li- 
berty it is, as is beſet on cach hand with moſt dan- 
gerous Rocks ; ſuch as threaten Shipwrack to any 
Veſſel that ſhall Strike upon them. For if on the 
one hand we rua into that Popiſh Extreme, to take 
away all Liberty by an abſolutely blind Obedience 
and implicicte Faich, ſwallowing. dowa all thac is 
given, without Tafting or Chewing upon it; we 
act more like Beaſts than Men, and as caſily take 
down Poyſon as wholeſom Food : but on the 0 
ther hand, if with the Fanatick we aſſume to our 
{elves an unlimited Power of following the Wild- 
g00ſe-Chaſe of our wanton and uncertain Imaginati- 
ons ; we ſhall Tear the Church in Ten Thouſand 
Pieces, and expoſe it to all Uncharitablenels. And 
therefore a Sober Chriſtian tempers all his Proceed- 
ings with Modefty and Humility ; and has: that 
diſcreet Jealouſie of himſelf, as wherever he breaks 
Communion, to do it upon fo certain Grounds, that 


the Grievoulnels of the Error impoſed, or the Wick- 
D ednels 


[18 ] 
edneſs of the Fact commanded, ſhall be Notoriouſ- 
ly evident. Otherwiſe, in the Meekneſs of Wif- { 
dom, he defers to the Judgment of his Neighbours 
rather than to his own; and thinks himſelf in Mo- 
deſty, in common Diſcretion, and in Duty bound 
for the lake of Peace, Unity and Concord, to ſub- 
X mit to the Determination of his Superiours, eſpeci- 
Prov.1t.t+ ally in Authoritative Aſſemblies. For in the multi- 
tude of counſellors there is ſafety. And we have a 
Proverb which is deriv'd from its Authority, He 
that is his own adviſer has a fool to his counſellor. 
Indeed it is want either of Judgment or Honeſty, 
that makes Men give in ſo much to their own O- 
pinions, and (o little to thole of others. For it is 
certain the chief End of our being Converſable and 
Sociable Creatures was, that we might be Aſliſting 
one to another; and the more Important and Uni- 
| verſa] the Subject. is, the greater regard ought to be 
had to its Determination. So that not only in - 
Things Indifterent, where it is abſolutely our Duty 
to ſubmit; bur much more in the Weightieſt Mat- 
rers of the Law, where our Eternal Welfare is ſo 
immediately concerned, we ought. with the greateſt 
Care and Caution to Proceed, and never think we 
can take roo much Advice. | 
Drod uhiq; Fhat Noted Mark of Catholick Truth, which 
quod ſemper, Fancentins Lirinenſis Preſcribes, to Submic 40 thar 
_- oor iy which has been believed mn all places, at all times and 
cog 44- by all, goes a great way . with every Modeſt and 
werſ. Hareſ.truly Humble Chriſtian. Becauſe the Starting of 
ſy | 7 | Doubts , 
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Doubts and Queſtions ſo Confound the Apprehen- 
fions of Men oftentimes, that it is very hard for 
them to come to a Reſolution of themſelves. And 
in that Caſe there is no other way to come to the 
Acknowledgment of the Truth, but by a Prudent 
Deference tro Authority. For we cannot well ima- 
gine it Conſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom, to ſuffer an Error fo to Prevail, or rather 
to Reign ſo abſolutely in his Church, as to bear 
theſe three Atchievments. I queſtion whether ever 
any Hereſie attained completely to any one of them. 


St. Jerom ye know indeed ſays, ® The World wondred * Ingemu: 


to find it ſelf become Arian, But this Expreſſion muſt 
be taken, as generaily ſuch are, by a Trope of the 
whole, for the greateſt, or at leaſt moſt Noifie Parr. 
- Forit it evident from all the Accounts given us of 
thoſe Days,. that there were many bore || Wirnels for 
the Truth even to the Death: and more woul 


d ll Vid. Fau- 


have done fo, if their Courage would have ſerved. cl. bel. 
Belides that | at all Times ] was wanting. It 77*c 44 


was an Upſtart Hereſte, that laſted no longer chan 
Supported by Force and Violence ; which bears no 
-great Analogy with Gods Methods in Propagating 
the Goſpel. But Popery ſeems to lay the greatelt 
Claim to this Character of Orthodoxy ; and yet 
when thoroughly conſider'd, the largeſt Part of it 
goes off in Pomp and Noile, For its Extent was 
confin'd within Europe, all the Churches m 4ſra 
and Africa diſowning it : and there (till remain'd in 
the heighth of their 'Triumph, Bodies of. Men that 

D-3 Oppoſed 
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Oppoſed their Superſtitions, and many of them | 
wh cheir Blond Seed to the Truth : Beſides, its | 
Reign is not near of that Length ir pretends to. 

x The continual Attempts it made upon the Turiſ- 
diction of other Churches andthe aiming at Uni- 
verſality were long in agitation, and never yet 
ſettled ro their mind farther than in Faly, and there 
next door it ts rejected in Sicily. - Its Pernictous 
Errours have generally been Difowned by their 
foundeſt Members, and by their greateſt ad ableſt 
Writers, and few Eſtabliſhed by Authority till the 
Council of Trent after the Reformation was begun; 
as your may fee amonglt others in our excellent 
Dr. Field of the Church. Yer theſe and all other 
Conſiderations, do not Captivate a good Chriſtian 
ſo as to make him lay aſide all his Reaſon : but in 
the midſt of Miracles and the Power of the Holy 

45.17.11. Ghoſt, with the Noble Bereans, ſearch the Scri- 
pture whether Things be fo or no. How ſudden- 
ly would our Schiſms Vaniſh away, were fome a- 
mong us ſo Ingenuous, as to go to the Fountain- 
Head to Search the Scriptures ; and not have Mens 

;, Perſons ſo much in Admiration, as to take all for 

Goſpel that they ſay. 

Ye ſee then the modeſt Cautiouſneſs, which 
ought to be uſed to confirm us in the Truth : leſt 
either by roo much Implicitneſs we ſuffer Error to 
- ty upon us; or by Afſuming too much to our 

elves, we be Miſſed by our own Indiſcretion, I 
{hall refer my ſelf in this Point, to what St. Augu- 


ſtine 
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ſline Cays in a Treatiſe againft the Donatifts. © Who * 2* 3-1 
©knows not , that the' Holy Canotiical Scriptures 1a:/2ar. -. 7. 
« of the Old and New Teſtament, are contained 7,%;5 3 
« within their certain Limits ; - and are fo far Pre- {7/2roron ce 
« ferr'd before all after-Writings of Biſhops, that +. 91am x. 


T: (kaments, 


«the Truth or Fuſtice of whatever appears to be cwriis fins rev 
« Written in them, is not to be doubted or call'd in joiner 
« queſtion > But what Epiſcopal Determinations #4 2» _ 
« have been, or are made fince'the Canon'of the porum Greris 
« Holy Scriptures has been confirm'd, may, if they de 10 rnnins 
« appear Faulry, be Corrected, either by a Hand jiorovand 
« happily more Skilful, or by the Authority and z4/ir, um 


- . verum vel utr. 
&« Prudence of more ome: and Wiſer Men, ' or by r:9wn fe, 
« Councils. And Councils themfelves, which are fyrtms# + 


<> Dn 2 >, | mth. conſtiterit 
held of particular Nations or Provinces, are, with Fo. rnd 


&* out more adoe, to yield to the: Authority of Ple- awem lirerss, 
. | : *(., Jue poſt con- 
« nary and General Councils; and they likewiſe {7,727 © 
« which have gone before, to ſubmit to the Cor- — 
| x Fu own wy & 
r ſermonem forte [apientiarem cujuſlibet in ca peritioris, & per aliorum Epiſcoporum gra- 
ard. elomieen, biromge which FA per concil1a licere reprehenat, r/ quidin eis 
forte 2 veritate deviatum eft : Et ipſa concilia que per ſingulas regiones vel provincias fiunt, 
plenarrorum Concilsorum authoritati, que ex univerſo orbe Chriſtiano, ſine ullis ambagi- 
bus cedere, ipſaque plenaria ſepe priora poſterioribus emendars, cum aliquo experiments rerum 
apersrnr quod clauſum erat, & cognoſoitur quod latebat, Fours tullo typho ſacriloge R—_ fine 
ulla inflata cervice arrogantie, ſine ulla contentione livide inuidie, cum ſantt humilitate, 
cum pace Catholioa, cum charitate'Chriſtiana. Et cap. 4. 2aproprer ſanthus Cyprianus, tan- 
to excellentior quanto humilior,. quod documentum Petri ſic amavit, ut digeret ; documentum 
ſeilicet nobis & concordie & patientie tribuens, ut non pertinaciter noſtra amemus, ſed que 
aliquando a fratribus ex collegis noſtris utiliter & ſalubriter ſuggerantur, /i ſint vera © legi- 
tima, #pſa potius noſtra ducamus. Satis oſtendit facillime ſe correFurum fuiſſe ſententiam ſu- 
am, ſiquis 65 demonſtraret bapriſmum:Chraſti fic dari poſſe ab 4is qui faras exterunt, quemad- 
madum amitti non potuse cum foras exirent : unde multa jam diximus, nec nofipſi tale aliquid 
auderemus aſſerere, niſi untverſe Ecclefe concordiſſima authoru atre- firmati : cur & ipſe ſine 
dubio cederet, fi jam llo tempore quaſtionts hujus veritas- eligquats & deglarata per plena- 
rium concslium' folsdaretur, "oy 


* rection 
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« reion 6f the later, when any thing is diſcover'd 


« which was not known before: and that without 


« the leaſt ſwelling of Pride, tranſport of Arregance, 
<or ſpiteful Contention ; but with a Santify'd Hu- 
< mility, in Catholick Peace and Chriſtian Charity, 
<« Wherefore St, Cyprian, ſo much the Greater by be- 
© ing the more Humble ; and who was ſo in love 
« with the Behaviour of St. Peter, that he ſaid, 
« ſerting it forth as an Inſtruction to us of Con- 
©<cord and. Patience; that we ſhould not be too 
« fond of our own ways, but rather eſteem thoſe 


« to be ours, if True and Juſt, which are now and 


<« then opportunely ſuggeſted to us by our Brethren 
< and Colleagues. _ He ſhews plainly enough how 


« eaſily he would have alter'd his Opinion, if any 
< one had made it appear to him, that Chriſtian | 
 < Baptiſm might be Adminiſtred to others by 


« thoſe who left the Church for the ſame Reaſon, 
* that they cannot loſe their own by: their Depar- 
«ture. Of which though I have ſaid much, [ 
* ſhould not have dar'd to have utter'd one Word, 
<« unleſs I had been ſupported by the joynt Authority 
« of the Univerſal Church; to which I make no 


doubt he had likewiſe yielded, if in his time 
© the Queſtion had been canvaſed and decided by a 


< plenary Council. 

| But though the Rule of Diſcretion and common 
Prudence, taken from the natural Courſe of things, 
direct this way ; yer ſuch is the headſtrong Temper 


of corrupt Nature, as will break through all. For 


we 
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we ſee in the very Infancy of Chriftianity, when 
Mens outward Senles were Gratified with continu- 
al Miracles; their Minds taught by the Infallible 
Guides of the Church, the Apoſtles: Their Ex- 
pectation and Dependance\ upon Things here. be- 
low, . prevented by inceſlant Perſecutions and pow- 
erful Oppoſitions; yer would they not retain Sin- 
cerity and Innocehice. For we ſee even in thoſe 
Days, there was an Fymeneus,. and an Alexander, 


I Timm. 1.26. 
3 706. g. 


; . : J | mh 
and a Diotrephes, and; divers 'others complain'd of 2 7m 4 15. 


by the Apoſtles themſelves: there was the Herelic 


of the Nicolaitans, and that of the Gnoftics too, it 


ſome. have gueſs'd aright ;zwhich provok'd St: Peter 


to give this Warning, There: ſhall be falſe teachers a- 2 Pet-2.1.2. 


mong you, who privily ſhall bring. in damnable here- 
fies , even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction: And many ſhall 
follow their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom the way of 
truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of, &xc.. *And' Stz:Fohn thus 
counſels Chriſtians upon the ſame Account ; 'Be- 
loved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether 
they are of God : becanſe many falſe Prophets are.gone 
out into the world.  No-wonderthen, it. che-Scriprure 
advertiſes us of the Miſchiefs which:ſhould happen 
to the Church in after-Days. © Now the ſpirit [peaks 


expreſly that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart from the | as 


faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and dottrines of 
devils; ſpeaking lies m hypocrifte. Bur more emphas« 
tically have we it from the lame hand, in the Charge 
given at Miletus to the Clergy of Epbeſus.. Take 

heed 


1 Fob. 4. 1: 


Tin, 4. i 
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48.0. 28 beed unto your ſelves, -and to all the flock over the which 
29, 39. the boly Ghoſt hath:made you overſeers, to feed the church 
of God which be bath purchaſed with his own blood. For 
1 know this, that after my departing ſhall grievous wolves 
enter in among you, not: ſparing the flock.” - Alſo of your 
an ſelves ſhall men_ ariſe ſpeaking. perverſe things, to 
draw away diſciples after them. Which is confirmed 
Mat. 2411. by the Mouth of Truth. ic ſelf. Many falſe prophets 
ſhall riſe, and ſhall deceroemany. And that we may 
be appriſed of the Reaſon, why it has ſeemed good 
to. the Divine Wiſdom to expoſe the' Church to | 
theſe uncaſte Tryals; we are told, 1 hear there are | 
diviſions among you. - — There muſt be alſo berefies a- + 
mong you, that they which are approved may be: made 
manifeſt among you. We io RET 
Being thus forewarned of thoſe Unnatural Di- 
fractions, wherewith our Holy Profeſſion is to be 
Vilited,and that in all probability they will continue 
to the'end of the World; becaule' the Reaſon for 
them: does ſo : Ye ought always to be upon a ſtrict 
Guard againſt the Incroachment of ſo-Dangerous an 
Evil. - For the Honour of God, the Support of 
Truth, the: Salvation-of Mens Souls, - and the Peace 
of the Church are all concerned in it, 
What is it preſerves the Communion of ſo many 
Churches, ſo widely diſtant in Place,' Diſcipline and 
Worſhip, but the Harmony of Confeſſion , the 
. Conleat in that which is the Life-and Soul of our 
Holy Religion , the Articles of our Faith? Ir is 
our Creed alone that preſerves the mutual Confidence 
between 


1 Cor.1 1.18. 
19, 
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between Churches far and wide; For the Purſuic 


of which, we have Two infallible Diretions. 
1. Hold faſt the form of ſound words. — 2 Tim. 1.13, 
2. — Rightly dividing the word of truth. HR IEIG 
I. From the firſt I ſuppoſe we are directed to keep 
to the Common Style of the Church, wichout, Firſt, 
Addition ; Secondly, Subtraction ; or Thirdly, Va- 
riation. 
Firſt, The Papiſts are moſt notoriouſly Guilty 
of the firſt; notwichſtanding that they generally 
hold all the Fundamentals, by ſuperinducing ſo 
many falſe Articles of Faith, Idolatrous Worſhip, p;q. 5," 
grievouſly Superſtitious Practices, and ſetting up their 7 iv.aumex. | 
own Laws under greater Penalties, if not above the 5 7” 
very Law of God: thus ſhamefully Defiling his 
Worſhip, and with the Rubbiſh of their own In- 
ventions, and the Do&trines of Men, Perverting and 
Smothering the "Truth of the Goſpel. Add thou not Prov. 30. 6. 
unto bis words,leſt he reprove thee and thou be found a liar. 
Secondly, They ate likewiſe Guilty of a Sacrile- 
ious Subtraction, by withdrawing the Cup of Blel- 
No entirely from the Laity, and holding back the 
Word of Life, the Holy Scripture from the People, 
and deceitfully amuſing them with Legends in its 
ſtead. Burt they whole great Bulineſs it has been to 
Narrow the Word of God, to Enervate the Power 
of Godlineſs, and to Deſtroy the Efficacy of Saving 
Faith, are the Pelagians, the Socinians, and their Har- 
bingers. Theſe do ic wich a witneſs, whilſt they 
attack the Eſſential Foundations of our Hope, by 
E denying 
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denying the Meicorious Pitchaſe of Chrifts Death | 
in our Rederaprion ; the Impuritioh of his Righte- : 
ouſnels, Seal'd to us by his Blood, and Confirm'd 
to us by his Refurretion for our Juſtification ; ſhur- 
ting the Gates againſt the King of Glory and his 
Divine Majeſty, diſowning the inward Aſſiſtance and 
Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Blefled Effects 
of the Goſpel Sacraments. To ſuch as theſe had 
the Author to the Hebrews an eye, when he ſays, 
3:b. 10.28 He that deſpiſed Moſes law died without mercy, under two 
29 or three witneſſes: of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe 
Je, ſhall be be thought worthy, who has trodden under 
foot the ſon of God, and has counted the blood of the cove- 
nant, wherewith he was ſanfified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done deſpite to the ſpirit of grace? 1 
Now both to the Stperſtirious and Prophane,” t6 
him that would add, and to him that would take a- 
Peut 12.32, WAy hath'God given this Charge; What thing ſoever þ 
I conmand you, obſerve to dv it : *thdk ſhalt nvt add 
_ thereto, nor Aiminiſh from it. And this is 'St, John's 
Rev. 22.18. Wirneſs in God's Name ; I teſtifie unto every 'man that 
1% heareth the propheſie of this book, if any man ſhall add*un- 
to theſe things, God ſhall add unto him the plagues hat 
are written in this bock : And if any man 'fhall take awiy 
from the ivords of the book of this propheſie, God ſhalltake 
away his .part out of the book of life, *&5c. 
Thirdly, The Varrtioh though in it {elf 'nor fo 
Malicious, is yet of datigerotus Conſequence. It tnay, 
L confels, proceed'from a Luxutianc Faricy, and a 
Heedlcfs 'Aﬀectation. 'But there is a Fault even'in 
this, 
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this. Far it is an unmannerly Treſpaſs upon our 
Governours and Superiours, to pretend to correct 
their Scyle, and in a Private Capacity ro be wiler 
than the multitude of Counſellours. Beſides the 
Confuſion and Uncertainty it creates in the Appre- 
henſion of the Senſe of Doctrines thus delivered. 
For every Art and Science, has its peculiar Terms 
and Expreſſions confin'd to one peculiar Senſe and 
Meaning, fo fixed by long Uſe and Experience; and 
it that be once paſſed by, and a Liberty taken by 
the ſeveral Profeſlours, to ule the Various Words 
and Looſe Expreſſions of Common Converſation 
and Entertainment, or which may otherwiſe be the 
Original Propriety of the LAN guage 3 all Points and 
Caſes will become Unintelligible, through Ambi- 
uities and Difference of Acceptation. Should we 
put Cetus for Eccleſia in the. different Senſes apply d 
in our Eccleſiaſtical Style, what a Confuſion would 
ic make; the former being never otherwiſe under- 
ſtood than for a Company of Men met together, 
whereas the {atter is extended to the utmoſt Mean- 
ing it can bear: For ſometimes it is taken for the 
Material Church, ſometimes for a Congregation ; 
and that either of one Pariſh or Colleftively of ma- 
ny, as the Church of England; or farther, for the 
whole Body of Chriſtians throughout the World; 
or yer more extenſively, . for che Charch Triumphant 
as well as Militant. Should we Change the Englh 
Word Church into any other Expreſſion, what Work 
E.'z would 
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would'it make! For though it properly ſignific the 
Material Edifice or Building, as being Deriv'd from 
the Greek Word wee, yet by a moſt. exten- 
ded Metonymie, is it uſed in as large a Senſe as Ec- 
clefia in the Latin, Were Comitia apply'd inftead of 
Concilium, how uncoothly and ſtrangely would ir,for 
want of Uſe, ſuic with the Epithets of Provincial, 
National , Patriarchal, Ecumenical , and the like. 
Caſtalio has Tranſlated the Bible into a Ciceronian Style; . 
bur he is blamed for it by all' who have weighed 
the Inconvenience of ſuch a Novelty. | 

And yet there would not be ſo much Hurt : 
this, if the Miſchief reached no-farther than an Af- 
feed Singularicy. But they who ſtop here, ſerve only. 
for Blinds ro give a more caſte Introduction to Here- 
fie. For under New and Unuſual Terms, the He- 
reticks Equivocate their Meaning; and are content- 
ed to Manage the Simple-hearted in the-beſt *Man- 
ner they can, till they find a proper Seaſon to ſpeak 
our. Thus did the Hereticks of 'old, couch their - 
Errors under Dubious Expreſſions and Colourable + 
Words. So did the Arians, Pelagius, Neſtorius and 
Eutyches; as may be ſcen- in be Records of the 
Chitrch. 

It. I come now to the other Dire&tion, Rightly 
dividing the word of truth. And I take this Tranfla- 

i>>7wir- tion of ours to come the fulleſt up to the Senſe of 

the Original, of any in what Language ſoever. 


The Import of which Words I take to be, 
1. An ( 
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1; An Advice of Diſeretion, to Adminiſter the 
Word according to the Capacity-and Strength of the 
Hearer.' | 
2: An Advice of Juſtice; to'make known the 
whole Mind of God, concealing no Part, . but giv- 
ing to eyery Portion its due Weight. 

I. In the firſt'Senſe, the Expreſſion ſeems to- have 
relation to the- Diſtribution: of a Sacrifice cut or  di- 
vided into due Proportions. - For we-know the Body 
of the Church is likened ro the Body Natural, which 
conſiſts of ſeveral Members under different Diſpolitis 
. ons according to their reſpe&tive Uſes. Therefore as -.. 
in the Natural; ſo in- the Politick. Body there muſt - 
be regard had to the different Office and Conſtitution - 
'of "each Member. Some are more or leſs Honoura- | 
able, ſome more or leſs Neceſſary, ſome more or leſs 
Powerful; each is to be Treated-in that way which 
is moſt ſuirable ro-its Diſpoſition ; and it: any Meme - 
ber be Sick or Weak, proper Remedies mult be ap- 
ply'd. And I am ſure however it be Practiſed, its 
one of the moſt neceſſary Duties incumbent upon our 
Calling; 16a 

The Truth of it is , where there is a Cure -of 
Souls; by which: a conſtant Attendance uport the - 
Word .in one'certain Place is Required ; . nothing: can - 
more expreſs the True and Earneſt Concern for their 
Good, than a diligent Obſervation of what ſort of 
Treatment, Gentle or Severe; . or what ſort of Diet - 
may be moſt Proper for them, Milk or ſtrong Mear. 
For that which is one Mans Meat may prove ano- 
| | ther - 
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ther Mans Poyſon.  Men.of fober and ſerious Spirits, 
well Exerciled in-Pious Meditations, - may lafely be 
Entertained with the ſtronger Meats ; and Doctrines 
of high Speculations, and Myſteries may be Truſted 
with ſome of them : but ſuch Fare would make the 
Ordinary fort of Mankind, who for want of Educa- 
tion or Leiſure are not uſed to fuch Sublime Thoughts, 
run Mad and become Enthuſiaſts. Ir is therefore an 
unpardonable Imprudence in thoſe that Preach to their 
People 'ar all Adventures, It is as it a Phylician 
ſhould Preſcribe ro his Patient che farſt Medicine that 
came. into his Head, without Examining Dileaſe or 
Temper ; whereby ir would be infinite Odds that he 
did more Hurt than Good. Þ 
What then ſhall we ſay :to ſuch, as out of a baſe 
Awe of loſing cither Favour or Profit, avoid declar- 
ing Uſeful and Neceflary Truths? What ſhall we 
think of thoſe, who Amuſe People with Notional 
and Myſterious Dodtrines, holding back ſuch Pra- 
Rical Duties as would keep the Conſcience awake ; 
and all this ro carry on Factious and Sedicious Ends? 
No doubt an indifferent Perſon will (ay,they are of the 
number of thoſe that handle the word of Ged deceitfully. 
H. Wherefore to avoid the Imputation, either of 
Heedleſneſs, or Corrupt and Siniſter Deligns ; as 
Fairhful Stewards ye ought to Acquaint thoſe tha 
are commirted to your Charge with the-whole Mind 
' of (God, {eſt any thing -be wanting to prevent Error 
'or Miſtake. Another Method may rid our hands 
of ſome Work, but will certainly render our Labour 
"ry 
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very Deftiftive if-kdg;Perhicious. - The Churcb,which 


is the Body of Chriſt, is, ye know, -compared'to 
the Natural Body, which has its Members of differ- 
ent Value and Conſderation ; and as its Members, 
fo have the feveral Rules'and Directions of its Con- 
ſticurion their reſpe&ive- Weight and Importance : {0 
that neither in the one Caſe nor in the other, 1s there 
a complete Body where any Part is wanting. . Re- 
member the fatal Caſe -of Anamias and Saphira: For 
if for keeping back a Portion of Temporal Things, 
which Periſh in the Uſage, the Puniſhment was ſo 
Severe; of how much greater Infliction ſhall they be 
found:Worthy, who wichold Spiricual Things, which 
are Erernal! 'In this Caſe therefore -Comparilon is ve- 
ry Odious, where the Valueof the:greater Articles of 
our 'Religion, are appty'd 'whol}ly tw Eclipſe the leſ- 
ſer : For to repeat 'our Saviour's Rule once more up- 
oh this Occafion, Theſe. things:pught :ye to: do, | and ant 
to leave the other undone. Which makes it far-more 
Wiſe to follow :the Example of that great Apolſtle of 
the Gentiles, alledged in-his Farewel:Chargeiar Miletus, 


ro the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, I kept)back. $269; 


nothing that was profitublecto:yori. ':ol; haveonbt ſlrkenuid to 
declarernnto you all-the comnfel:of God, ot 1 

Thus are ye-o Jaſtruct the People/commirted ito 
your "Charge, . 1. In-the more weighty {auers; of 
the::Lav, - thereby to» make: dure the: Foundation, - 
2.  With:mbre (pectal- barneſtneſs in thoſe /Points, 
whete ye hind-a.Þailure eicher through -Iamorance. or 
Prejudice. 3-And.iLaſthy,orchervbole:Mindof God, 
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that they: may be Perfect, -throughly furniſhed unto 
all Good Works, | 

2. As tothe PraQtical part of DoQrine, one would 
think the ſuitablenels of all Vertue to the whole Frame 
and Conſtitution of Gods Creation, would convince 
Men of the Reaſonableneſs of it; and the Good it 
does from-its very Nature not only to Particulars, but 
_ to the happy Support of the Whole, would make Men 
74 vidimu in love With it : And yer for all this, ſuch is our Cor- 
1 pr ruption and the Power of ir, that neither the Light 
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_— of Nature nor Inſtruction, Fear nor Favour, Iatereſt ' 
ligiews. cic.nor Danger, can ſtop the Career of Sin, or turn the 
Ge Amiciti®. Sinner into the Right way. If Conſcience cannot 
be Hardned, .at leaſt ic {hall be laid. Aſleep with de- 
ceitful Promiſes of Peace and, Indulgence. . Therefore 
e ought carneſtly to preſs the PraRtice of all Vertues - 
in Holineſs of Life: But this ye muſt be careful to 
do in ſuch a: Chriſtian Style, as may nor Offend the 
Golpel cither, in | 
I. In coming ſhort of its Precepts; or 

IL. In ſetting too great a Value upon the Praftice 

.of them. - KL 51 Fi F ALT 10 34D. 
- Firſt. For if you Narrow them tothe private 
Dealings betwixt Man and Man, or the Sober Con- 
du& of our own Perſons; do we not ſee the Sons of 
Tumulc and Sedition, in ſhew at leaſt, juſtifie the 
Duty of ſuch a Behaviour 2 Neither the Moral Schemes 
of Philoſophers, nor Crellius's Ethicks will furniſh you 
with a ſufficient Inſtitution in this Matter : No. The 
Scripture inſtrus us moreover in thoſe Noble and 
Generous 
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Generous Vertues, which bring-our Actions nearer.to 
the Likeneſs of that diffuſive and univerſal Goodneſs 
of God, by ſuch a Peaceable and Submilive Deport- 
ment, as makes the Wheels of Government go eaſic 
and whole Nations Happy... - © l 
Secondly. . Bur yer we muſt 'not be ſo Lifted up; 
even with the Beſt of our Actions, as to bring them 
in Competition with the Grace of God, or impute a- 
ny real Merit to them. Our Church, and the ſound 
Writers! of :it: Teach us,; | after, we-have done, all we 
can, \ not. to: Value our own Righteouſneſs, but: that 
of Chriſt. And ſurely ic would be a malapert Con- 
fidence in any of her Members, to Conceic them- 
ſelves ſo-much Wiſer than-Seven Men that. can ren- 
der a Reaſon, as. to. Lower the, Attributes of God's 
Righteouſneſs, for the Exaltation'of our own Merits; 
7 grudge his- Grace a free. Paſſage through the 
Means: of our Salvation. //. There, are cherefore Three 
Rocks eſpecially to. be Avoided. in the Conſideration 
of our Practical Duty, '  . | 

I.- The Firft is that of Antinomianiſm; which 
caſts off all Obligation to the Moral Law, and in 
the. Teeth of St. Paul, abufes the Goodneſs of God in 
Derogation to his Holineſs, by ſaying, Let us continue 
in | ſin, that grace may abound. And this we do not 
jearn only from whar is pals'd, but woful Experi- 
ence _teaches-us every Diy -bow, much it has diffuſed 
ir ſelf chrough-all our Sects, at leaſt ro ſome Degree; 
and they that pretend to be free from Sin, prove-in 
effect to do it, that they may Sin the: more freely. 
F 11. There 
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. Relipion, and having netheys: L013 2 

HE. Then there is the Proud Prlogien; ; ve 
ſeorns to acknowledge his own Infirmities, and-de- 

. tying Original Sin, chuſts rathet to- ithpire” the al- 
thy State he is in- to Gods- Workmanſhip than'his 
own Folly: He Boafts ot of Vanity, rather ro be | 
what he is not, by I his own Riphteoul- | 


neſs, 
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| Good: Works. For without. holineſs. no man 
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neſs, than (ubmic'to be a (New. Creature of God's 
Making; = nk RE 
| Theſe Deſperate Diſcaſes ye ought to Cure by your 
Moderation, and to continue earneſtly to Preach . 

ue} ſhall fee 
the Lord: And tho it be the Holy Ghoſt fr SR9- 
Riketh, yet they muſt be Good Works, wrought. by 
the Grace of God, that procure ſuch Sandtificatiqn. 
So that ye are to urge to your People, the Neec(h- 
y of Pleaing God by Good Warks; but ar the 
ſame time that they do not depend upan them, t0 


aſſure them, that their Labour ſhall nor be in vain 


in the Lord; but thar likewiſe chey humbly Coofeſ, 
that it .is God alone that gives.the Increaſe. |. . 


Thirdly. Ic is of grear Conſequence, that ye preſs 
the Obſervation of che Two Sacraments, as well as 


their Power and Efficacy ; they being ſo ſhametully 
negleRed and undervalued ;in. thaſe Days, } Fox, x 
yo Keen by 30m ale arp 


Comemptuous Conceit that they have .no 


\ them; or at leaſt not ſuch as can add any thing to 


their Perfeion.... This, was the.Conceit of che Cathari, 


Condemned by the African Chyrch;; which proþably 
[n 


was deriv'd fram che Mantanifts, who might at leaſt 


be ſome oof thoſe Animadvarted upon by Origen ; Tei tug. 
and has been che certain ,Efte&t of Spiritual Pride, as © 
well as.of Prophaneſs in all Ages. :.. 


- 


Bur arruly bumble Spiric-will readily acknowleg 

that the Wiſdom af.God. js aþbd ic all; and that _ 

God has Conſecrated by . bis Inſtitution js,ro.be obſer- 
F 2 "* WW 


ved 
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ved with Reverence and Submiſſion. *A Man of juſt 
Senſe and Reaſon will ask, what Familiarity or Com- 
munication our Grofs Beings here upon Earth ſhould 
haye with Spiritual Things, were there not ſome vi- 


"ſible Medium, in'fome manner to Qualifie and Recon- 


cile the Inviſible Operations of God to our Weak Un- 
derſtandings. I would have Men bur to conlider for 
what Reafon Chriſt came in the Fleſh, . before they re- 
je the Elementary part of the Sacraments, ' and fo 


 *vainly deſpife an Oucward and Vifible Sign. Naaman's 


Cure,if duly confider'd,is likewiſe a pregnant Inſtance. 

I ſhall Conclude with Two Cautions; which cho 
already touch'd upon, I do preſume again to lay bc- 
fore you: For I am perſwaded, that the careful Ob- 
fervation of themiwill contribute much: to rhe Eſta- 


 blifhment of Peace and Truth in our Church. 


E. In your Sermons and other Diſcourſes, ye ought 


ro trear Men.of differerit Perſywaſions with that prudent 
"Charity as not to expoſe the Truth, and with thar 


Chriftian Prudence m afferting che” Truth. as not to 
forger Charity. For to Preach univerſal Safety to all 
that live Soberly and Vertuoully, without obſerving \ 
the DefeCtiveneſs of our beft Obedience;and the Means 
weareto lay hold on for the Reparation of our Breach- 
es;;' 15 to encourage all the Wild Opinions of Hereticks 
and afford a great cover for Hypocriſie: | becaufe it puts 
ſq groſs a Sleight upon the Articles of our Faith, 'asto 
rerider them in a mannex Ridiculous ; and by Cloak- 


"ing cheir Herelies with ſuch a ſeemingly Meritorions 


"Pj ety, prits 1 oreater Value upon Crellius's Ethicks than 
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'vpon: the Goſpel. * Therefore: to affeRt ſuch-an unli- 
mited Charity, does highly derogate from the Honour 
of 'God' in our Redemption. As then ye muſt not y;1. p, 27a. 
Judge your Brother in pronouncing Damnation upon 7-5. Fix 
his Perſon, that” is*peculiar ro God; fo ye muſt and, 7; Sr 
ought ro Damn his pernicious Errors, leſt ye be found frarione,che. 
Partakers of his Sins. Should ye ſee a Poor Honeſt * 79>. 5-22 
Man wandring in untrodden Paths, whether were it 
more Charity to tell him he may pet to'his Journey's 
end well enough the Way heisin ; or to lethim know 
the Danger he runs of being loſt, if he comes not into 
che right Way ? By the firſt Method ye pleaſe Men in 
Humouring them inthe Error- of their Ways, by the 
other ye tiphold the Truth of God : by the one way 
yerun Men upon a Rock, by the other bring them'in- 
to a Safe Harbour. So that real Charity is to tell our 
Brother of his Miſtakes, and not by Extenuation to 
fatter him into the hazardof his Ruin. 

IL A careful Diftinftion ſhould be obſerved in 
treating thoſe that are in a wrong Way. It an Erring. 
Brother be found Humble and of a Quiet Spirit, ye 
cannot be roo Gentle towards ſuch a one. For there 
muſt be a good Principle in him; however through. 
Prejudice of Education, the Deceicfulneſs of Inſtructors 
or. Weakneſs of Judgment he may be.mifled. Where- 
as a Turbulent Spirit that ſeeks ro- propagate his Follies 
though at the: Colt of breaking the. Peace. both of 
Church and State, deſerves to be handled in a brisker 
manner, with a Style ſharp enough to pierce the Har- 


dineſs of his Temper. But whomever. ye have to 
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2 Tirm.4-16. Take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy dotrine; continiue-wm 
them : for in doing this thou ſhalt ſawe thy ſelf and the 
that hear thee. And that God who is pleaſed-to. {uf 
you to be encompaſſed with fo many Difficulties, 
grant you Courage to Reſiſt, and the Power of his 
Grace to Overcome ſo many Contradictions of Sin- | 
ners; and make you, Diligent to, continue Faithful 

in your Miniſtry, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 


FINIS 


ERRAT A. 


TYAGE 13. in Margin lin, penulr. for guos, read guzs. Page 
E 18, lin. 23.and 24. for with the greateſt care and caution 
. to proceed, read to proceed with the greateſt care and caution. 


